Comparative Literary Studies

“Environmental Thought” Graduate Theory Exam Reading List

1. Popol Vuh (1500s) [The Popol Vuh, trans. Tedlock, 1996]
2. El manoscrito Huarochirí (ca. 1600) [The Huarochirí Manuscript: A Testament of Ancient and Colonial Andean Religion, 1991]
3. Baruch Spinoza, Ethica, ordine geometrico demonstrata (1677) [Ethics, Demonstrated in Geometrical Order, Parts I and 2]
4. Gottfried Leibniz, La Monadologie (1714) [The Monadology]
5. Edmund Burke, A Philosophical Enquiry into the Origin of Our Ideas of the Sublime and Beautiful (1756, selections)
6. Jean-Jacques Rousseau, Discours sur l'origine et les fondements de l'inégalité parmi les hommes (1755) [“Discourse on the Origin and Basis of Inequality Among Men”] or Les rêveries du Promeneur Solitaire (1776–78) [“Reveries of the Solitary Walker”]
7. J. W. von Goethe, selections from Goethe on Science, e.g. “Observation of Nature is Limitless,” “The Archetypal Phenomenon,” or other essays)
8. J. G. Herder, Abhandlung über den Ursprung der Sprache (1772) [Essay on the Origin of Language” (Book One)]
9. Immanuel Kant, “Critique of Aesthetic Judgment” (sections on the sublime and the beautiful), in Kritik der Urteilskraft [The Critique of Judgement] (1790)
10. Alexander von Humboldt, Ansichten der Natur (1807) [Views of Nature, 2014]
11. Simón Bolívar, “My Delirium on Chimborazo” (1822)
12. Charles Darwin, The Voyage of the Beagle (1839) or On the Origin of Species (1859) (excerpts)
13. George Perkins Marsh, Man and Nature: Or, Physical Geography as Modified by Human Action (1864)
14. Henry David Thoreau, Walden (1854) and “The Succession of Forest Trees” (1960) 
15. Mary Austin, The Land of Little Rain (1904)
16. Jakob von Uexküll, Streifzüge durch die Umwelten von Tieren und Menschen (1934) [A Foray into the Worlds of Animals and Humans, with a Theory of Meaning, 2010]
17. Max Horkheimer and Theodor W. Adorno, Dialektik der Aufklärung (1947) [Dialectic of Enlightenment]
18. Martin Heidegger, “Die Frage nach der Technik” (1954) [“The Question Concerning Technology”] 
19. Rachel Carson, Silent Spring (1962)
20. Leo Marx, The Machine in the Garden: Technology and the Pastoral Ideal in America (1964) 
21. Hans Jonas, The Phenomenon of Life: Toward a Philosophical Biology (1966) 
22. Alfred Crosby, The Columbian Exchange: Biological and Cultural Consequences of 1492 (1972) or Ecological Imperialism (1986)
23. Raymond Williams, The Country and the City (1973) and “Ideas of Nature” (1980)
24. Carolyn Merchant, “Nature as Female,” in The Death of Nature: Women, Ecology and the Scientific Revolution (1980)
25. Gilles Deleuze and Félix Guattari: “Introduction: Rhizome,” and “Becoming Animal,” in A Thousand Plateaus (1980, trans. 1987) or Félix Guattari, Three Ecologies (1989)
26. Neil Smith, Uneven Development: Nature, Capital, and the Production of Space (1984)
27. Denis E. Cosgrove, “Prospect, Perspective, and the Evolution of the Landscape Idea” (1985)
28. Michel Serres, Le Contrat Naturel (1990) [The Natural Contract, 1995]
29. Édouard Glissant, “The Open Boat” and “The Black Beach” in Poétique de la relation (1990) [Poetics of Relation, 1997]
30. Maria Mies and Vandana Shiva, Ecofeminism (1993)
31. William Cronon, “The Trouble with Wilderness; Or, Getting Back to the Wrong Nature,” in Uncommon Ground: Rethinking the Human Place in Nature (1995)
32. Eduardo Viveiros de Castro, “Cosmological Deixis and Amerindian Perspectivism” (1998)
33. James Scott, “Introduction,” “Nature and Space,” and “Taming Nature,” in Seeing Like a State (1998)
34. Njabulo S. Ndebele, “Game Lodges and Leisure Colonialists: Caught in the Process of Becoming” (1999)
35. Jacques Derrida, “L’Animal que donc je suis” [“The Animal that Therefore I Am”] (2002) 
36. Paul Crutzen, “Geology of Mankind” (2002)
37. Ursula Heise, Sense of Place and Sense of Planet (2008) or Imagining Extinction: The Cultural Meanings of Endangered Species (2016)
38. Patricia Yaeger, “The Death of Nature and the Apotheosis of Trash; or, Rubbish Ecology." PMLA 123 (2008): 321-339 and “Sea Trash, Dark Pools, and the Tragedy of the Commons” (2009)
39. Nicole Shukin, Animal Capital: Rendering Life in Biopolitical Times (2009)
40. Timothy Mitchell, “Carbon Democracy” [article] (2009) and On Barak, “Three Watersheds in the History of Energy” (2014)
41. Stacy Alaimo, Bodily Natures: Science, Environment, and the Material Self (2010)
42. Rob Nixon, Slow Violence and the Environmentalism of the Poor (2011)
43. Tim Choy, Ecologies of Comparison: An Ethnography of Endangerment in Hong Kong (2011)
44. Mel Chen, Animacies: Biopolitics, Racial Mattering, and Queer Affect (2012)
45. Karen Thornber, Ecoambiguity: Environmental Crises and East Asian Literatures (2012)
46. Robin Wall Kimmerer, Braiding Sweetgrass: Indigenous Wisdom, Scientific Knowledge, and the Teaching of Plants (2013)
47. Sylvia Wynter and Katherine McKittrick, “Unparalleled Catastrophe for Our Species?: Or, to Give Humanness a Different Future: Conversations” (2014)
48. Thom van Dooren, Flight Ways: Life and Loss at the Edge of Extinction (2014)
49. Eduardo Kohn, How Forests Think: Toward an Anthropology Beyond the Human (2014)  
50. Renee Lertzman, Environmental Melancholia: Psychoanalytic Dimensions of Engagement (2015)
51. Marisol de la Cadena, Earth Beings: Ecologies of Practice Across Andean Worlds (2015)
52. Anna Lowenhaupt Tsing, The Mushroom at the End of the World: On the Possibility of Life in the Capitalist Ruins (2015) 
53. Donna Haraway, Staying with the Trouble: Making Kin in the Chthulucene (2016)
54. Andreas Malm, Fossil Capital: The Rise of Steam Power and the Roots of Global Warming (2016)
55. Elizabeth Povinelli, Geontologies: A Requiem to Late Liberalism (2016)
56. Bruno Latour, Facing Gaia: Eight Lectures on the New Climate Regime (2017)
57. Amitav Ghosh, The Great Derangement: Climate Change and the Unthinkable (2016) or The Nutmeg’s Curse: Parables for a Planet in Crisis (2021)
58. T.J. Demos, Against the Anthropocene: Visual Culture and Environment Today (2017)
59. Kyle Powys White, “Our ancestors’ dystopia now: Indigenous conservation and the Anthropocene” (2017)
60. Kathryn Yusoff, “Geology, Race, Matter,” in A Billion Black Anthropocenes or None (2019)
61. Elizabeth Hofmeyr, “Provisional Notes on Hydrocolonalialism,” and Elizabeth Deloughrey, “Toward a Critical Ocean Studies for the Anthropocene,” in Laura Winkiel (ed.), “Hydro-Criticism” ELN (2019)
62. Jennifer Wenzel, The Disposition of Nature: Environmental Crisis and World Literature (2020)
63. Dipesh Chakrabarty, The Climate of History in a Planetary Age (2021)
64. Cajetan Iheka, African Ecomedia: Network Forms, Planetary Politics (2021)

